
Although Albania haa no air force and there ia no evidence of any Soviet 
intention to establish ai. Albanian Air Force, there are potential airfield 
sites and a few established airfields in Albania which may be developed by 
1954 to accomodate military aircraft. The loc.tion of Albania, from the 
Soviet point of view, is important with respect to possible air campaigns 
against Greece, Italy, Mediterranean shipping, or Allied bases in Horth Africa. 
In view of the established Soviet program of airfield improvement in other 
Satellite nations it is logical to assume that there will be some improvement 
in existing air facilities in the near future at leajt in the Tirana area. 


However, Albania's exposed position and the probably logistical difficulties 
the Soviets would encounter in supporting armed forces in Albania in the event 
of hostilities will probably be a deterrent to the creation of any significant 
air strength in this satellite. Military air bases, if built, will be primarily 
intended for possible use by Soviet military air forces. 

The only evidence of military aircraft in Albania is the presence of Soviet 


menned aircraft used to patrol Albania to prevent overflights of the country. 
There is also evidence of the storage of disassembled Soviet airoraft in Albania. 

lhare havo been several unconfirmed reports of a few politically reliable 
Albanian youths receiving flight training in the Soviet Uniop. Also of impor- 
tance as an indication of a possible rebirth of the Albanian Air Fores is tbs 
presence of Soviet Air Officers acting as "Advisors" to the government. 

The government and the military of Albania are under the direct control of 
the Soviets and it has been reported that the Soviet Union has 10,000 security 
troops based in Albania. Kven the Albanian Civil Air Fleet is under the direct 
supervision of Soviet Officers. 
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BULGARIA 


I. ILITAHY STRENGTHS AMD WEAKNESSES 



foroaa. 



ROLE 

NUMBER 

TIPS AIRCRAFT 

Fightar 

Jat 

— 

c»a^ 

Coov. 

100 

Iak-9 

Attaok 

100 

IL-10 

iff* Baabar 

100 

45 

Pa-2 

TO-2 

Mad. Baabar 

— 

~ 

Tranapooi 

30 

Jtt-52 


TOTAL * 385 

Pi-156 




MX 


LOCATIOK 

Bq. 5th. BMK Id*. 

15ttu Lt. Bar* Ragt. 
25th. U. Bar. Ragt. 
35th. U. Bar. Ragt. 

20 P*»2 

20 TU-2 

20 Pa»2 

Graf Ignatiav 

Graf Xgaatiav 
Balaik 

Taraa/Saa Samoa 

Bq. 6th m. on 

loth ItH. Ragt. 

26th FIR Ragt. 

36th FTR. Ragt. 

20 Iak-9 

20 Iak-9 

20 Iak-9 

Bojurist* 

Bojurista 

Karlova 

Stara/Za Gora 

Bq. 2nd. Q.A. OZT. 
12tlu OoAo Kifta 

22ad. G.A. Ragt. 

32nd. G.A. Ha ft. 

22 IL-10 

22 IL>10 

22 IL-10 

Plovdiv 

Plovdiv 

Gorna/Orahovitaa 

Kruaovo 

631 at. Raeotaa. Ragt. 

10 PI-156 

Xaabol 

Traasport Ragt. 

10 JU-52 

206 

Vrajdabaa 




Pilot* 390 

Total Paraonaal 7800 
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h Sha.nra»jg*ns.«,.l , Jaq^ry 1350,? 

Curing the last year om light Bomber fiagiment, one Fighter 
Reglaent and one Ground Attack Begimcnt have been added to the Bulgarian 
Air Force. 

2. Changes likely to oeeur through 1952? 

Apparently the ay ole of Soviet infiltration is nearing so m» 
pletion in Bulgaria. Moscow seems to plaoe greater trust in Bulgaria than 
In any of the other Satellites and no leas than 3,500 Soviet offioen and 
enlisted nan are reportedly engage in reactivating the Bulgarian armed 
forces, As the airfield ieproveasnt program progresses it is logioal to 
sssum that the Bulgarian Air Pores vill be further enlarged and also aug» 
aented with Soviet unite. There have been reliable reports of Soviet Jet 
fighters stationed in Bulgaria. Other reports of leeadr reliability have 
indicated that eouveutioual Soviet aircraft nay be baaed on varloua Bui- 
garian airfields. There are, however, no Identified SAP unite known to bo 
haeod in Bulgaria. While there is no firs evidence indicating a build-up 
of Soviet air. strength in Bulgaria at this Use, such a build-up would bo 
entirely logical in view of the oonflrmod Soviet Air Pores expansion in 
other satellite countries o 

The aircraft aeaigned to the Bulgarian Air Force are of Soviet 
or Qoruan manufacture. The majority of the aircraft are of WW 11 vintyge. 
Maintenance and serviceability are low. 

V Wlwt change dooo this represent ainoo 1 Jan uary 19507 
There baa been no change In the type of equipment in the 
Bulgarian Air Foroe in the last year. As. Mentioned previously however, 
there haa bean an inoraasa of three regiments sines 1 January 1950. Due 
to the age of the equipment, end the look of adequate apart parts, and 
tho look of trained alrerowman and mechanics the eervieeabillty and effec» 

tiveneas of the Bulba rian Air Pore# are low. 

- 0 

2. gfeaaaea likely to occur through 1952T 

Continued reequipaect will probably bo carried out In the 
Bulgarian Air Force by tho Soviet# ao oqui potent become* available and aa 
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the airfield improvement program provides suitable fields. It is estimated 
that in the near future the Bulgarian Air Faroe will be augmented by Soviet 
air units » 

c * Current Status of Air Facilities; 

There are 37 airfields in Bulgaria , some of whleh are ourrently under 
construction, Prior to ourreat airfield improvement program, only 2 fields, 
Sofia/Vrashdebna, and Graf Ignatiev, had permanent runways and the longest 
was that at Graf Ignatiev (4,960 feet) <, 

1. Changes mines 1 January 1950: 

A wide-spread program of airfield development is now underway 
in Bulgaria under the dlreetlen of Soviet authority<> No particular urgency 
appears to be attached to the work underway; in fact, Judging from the type 
of eonstruetion laborer used and from the relative lack of heavy equipment 
in use, there are Indications that some of the airfield improvement may be 
in the nature of "made work" 0 Three implications rising from the oonstrue** 
tion picture are interesting! g. a pattern of underground hangars (one large 
hangar, divided into 4 bays, with each bay suitable for 30 fighters) is 
becoming apparent; £• a pattern of 8, 500 foot concrete urnways seems to be 
emerging; and the Isabel area, west of Burgas and near the Blade Sea, 
seems to be a foeal point of construct! on. Two new airfields and one did 
airfield in the Isabel area now undergoing improvement may eventually prove 
to have 8,500 foot runways (Bosmwr, 42 27N 26 23E; Srwdets, 42 21N 27 HE; 
Aletltsa, 42 UN 26 43E) Four fields are reported to have underground ban* 
gars under eonetruotion ee described; Besner; Bobrio 43 36N 27 49E; llokren, 

42 45N26 36E, end Okop, 42 23N 26 34E« Of the four, three ere in the vioin» 
lty of lamholo It appears that a program of expansion of natural surface 
landing fields and improvement of buildings is a oorollary to sonorete 
runway construction, 

2. Changes likely to occur through 1952 > 

Sea paragraph one above 


3 
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Status of Air Defense* 

Continued reliance upon visual and sonic methods of early earning 
Is reported, Air earning In this country, as in all the Satellites, probably 
serves primarily to earn the Soviet Onion rather than to p-otect Bulgaria , 
However, there have been reports within the last year that air-raid precau- 
tions have been taken throughout the country and that AAA guns are located 
In the vicinity of the principal cities particularly in the Sofia areao 
1« Changes since 1 January 19S0? 

The Air Defense system cf Bulgaria is under Soviet control and 
le being slowly expanded by them, There ere ecus unoonflmed reports that 
the early warning net in Bulgaria Is being augmented by Soviet radar a 
2« Changes likely to occ ur through 1952 > 

It le believed that the Soviets will continue to build up the 
warning net in Bulgaria and that there will be relatively extensive 
placement of early warning radar in the vielnlty of the Yanbol area where 
the majority of the airfield lop rove sent is taking place, 

So Current Status Cf Training end Polit ical Reliability > 

The ay ale of Soviet Infiltration Is nearing completion in Bulgaria, 

Qaps in the Air force ranks resulting from draatie purging of loyalist 
personnel ere being filled with airmen trained in the latest Soviet opera- 
tional techniques by Soviet instructors, both in Bulgaria and the Soviet 
Onion, The $ilot training program la Soviet sponsored and, directed, Many 
of the politically reliable oadata gre being seat to the Soviet Onion for 
training. 

Changes since 1 January 1950t 

Bulgarian tactical doctrines, tactics, and techniques are 
being continually oriented to Soviet theory end praotice. Translations 
of Soviet manuals and military literature are new widely disseminated within 
the air fores, while Soviet advisors and instructors, in all echelons down 
to company level, ere held responsible for assisting Bulgarian commanders 
to learn Soviet tactics and techniques, Heoent unconfirmed reports state 
that Bulgarian pilots are being given Jet instruction in the Soviet Unica, 
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2 « Chang— likely to occur. through 1952: 1 


The Bulgarian Air Force is now under the absolute domination 
and control of the Soviets and it is believed that through 1952 there will 
be an even greater integration of Soviet officers into the air force e Pol- 
itical indoctrination will continue to be emphasised throughout the training 
program,, It appears that the Soviets are making a decided effort to boost 
the morale of the air force by stimulating trust and respect for the Soviet 


Air Force, increasing training, and assigning responsible tasks to the 


Bulgarian Air Force » 

Fo §tatus_of Soviet Control and M. faction : 

The Bulgarian Air Force is under the absolute domination and eontnol 
of the Soviet Unions The integration of Soviet officers extends down through 
company levels Soviet "adviaora" are attached to all units » Bulgarian 
tactical doctrines, tactics, and techniques are thoroughly oriented to 
Soviet theory and practices 

1. Changes likely to occur through 1952t 

It is believed that the present situation will continue and 
that the Soviets will continue to develop a politically reliable and *ffi- 
dent fighting force in Bulgaria <> It is evident from the airfield improve" 
meat program now in progress that the Soviets have plans for building up 
the offensive and defensive air capabilities ef Bulgaria either with Bui* 
garla'a Air Force or their owns 


0. EEMont and .Future Degree of Efficiency. Dependability and Cana- 
bilitiea of the Bulgarian Air Force i 

Tbm combat value of tho Bulgarian Air Forea la negligible in rela~ 
tion to nations of eoaparable sizo or as a satellite supporter of the 
Soviet Union at present o With the recent completion of the purging of the 
politically unreliable from the armed forces it is believed that the Bul~ 
garian Air Foroe is considered dependable by the Soviet Uni on 0 If the 
Soviets continue the present buildup of the air foroe and supplies the 
needed instructors end equipment it is considered that the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the Bulgarian Air Foroe sill increase considerably in the 
next few years c 
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H. Military Pyomp *<)* ( 

While ef forte are being made by the Soviets to build the individual 
Satellite air forees into effective fighting unite, there appears to be no 
great urgency to achieve this goal in Bulgaria o As in all of the Satellites 
the buildup seems to folios a set patterns a* the airfield improvement 
program, bo the reequipment of units with never aircraft, and Co the building 
of permanent facilities o 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


feaknessea . 


Bole 

Rumber 

Tvoe Aircraft 

Filter (jet) 

10 

5 

ME-262 

Type-16 

Conventional Fighter 

150 

IB-109 


4 

UU5 


2 

LA-7 

Attack 

20 

IL-2 


25 

IL-10 

Light Bomber 

20 

PE-2 


20 

Mosquito-6 

Transport 

20 

C-47 


15 

JU-52 


6 

Siebel 

Reconnaissance 

30 

Siebel 


7 

FI-156 

Trainers 

15 

ME- 109 (dual) 


3 

Type-26 (dual) 


4 

Mosquito-6 


8 

i.A-5 


3 

Siebel 


14 

Arado-96 

Miscellaneous 

73 

FI-156 


81 

Siebel 


86 

Arado-96 


10 

L-4 


80 

Bucher 


Total 721 

Personnel Strength: Total 3G00 (of which 300 are pilots) 


With the exception of a few Soviet built jet aircraft the increase of 
some 70 aircraft since Jan 1950 is composed of World War II type aircraft. 
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Jan. In Tac Units 40 20 68 10 1 9 92 ^ 

1950 Total ho. VC 46 20 149 10 ' 27 400 652 

June In Tac Units 40 45 123 - 29 70 312 

1951 Total ho. A/C 40 45 156 15 41 424 721 

2 * Chan/es likely to ar.cny through 1952 , 

The CAF at present is probably the lowest in combat value of all the 
satellites. The morale is at a very low ebb and the political reliability ia 
practically nil. Recent unconfirmed reports that an all out effort is being made 
to recruit political reliable aviation cadets may indicate an interest in the re- 
birth of the Czech Air Foree. The introduction of 5 type 16 and 3 type 26 Soviet 
jet aircraft for training purposes in addition to Czech cadets reportedly, under- 
taking flight training in the USSR may indicate a greater political reliability and 
therefore more support from the Soviet Union in the near future. 

B * Current Status of Equipment . 

(see par* A) 

Tiie equipment of the; Czechoslovakian Air Force is a miscellaneous col- 
lection of Soviet, German and British aircraft of World War II vintage. The main- 
tenance is poor due to lacJ; of replacement parrs, and ala., due to purges of former 
KAF-trained Czechs who trere carry:! :■? the load* 

1* Ch arges since* 1 Jarmar ivcso . 

The present status -of the Czca h Air Force equipment does not rep- 
resent a change since January 1950 except for the appearance of a few jot aircraft 
of Soviet Manufacture* 

2 # Cl: an; res to occur through . 

Up to the introduction of jet aircraft in late 1950 and the early 
part of 1951 it appeared that the Soviets were perfectly willing to let the Czech- 
oslovakian Air Force die on the vine eweept for limited caretaker action. Reviewed 
interest ii. flying training, however, and the introduction of Soviet jet aircraft 
cay be the beginning of a gradual reequipment program. 
c - Current Status of Air Facilities 

At present there arc 56 airfields located within Czechoslovakia. 

Four ( 4 ) arc fuliy suitable for sustained operation of Heavy and 

Medium bombers anu jet aircraft* 

Two (2) are suitable for limited operation of Heavy and Medium 

bombers and jet interceptor 
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NIGHT 

One (l ) is a potential field for the sustained operation of Heavy 
and medium bombers and jet interceptor a ir craft* 

Four (4) are suitable for operation of conventional type fighter 
aircraft, ground attack. Light bomber ana transport aircraft. 

These fields arc also suitable for limited operation of jet fighters. 

The remaining fielus are potentially important with a minimum runway length 
of 2000* with either permanent, temporary or natural surfaces. 

1* Changes since 1 January 1950 . 

The current status of air facilities in Czechoslovakia represents a 
gain of four concrete rur.nays, 8500" long and one 6000* long since January 1950. 

2 * Cfaaflges l ikely to occur through 1^ 2. 

Additional runways possibly 8500* I01.3 are expected at rilzen and 
Fraha Kbeiy, the latter representing an c. tension of a newly built 5.250* runway. 

E* -Present Status of Air Defense . 

Civilian Defense in Czechoslovakia has been limit ;d to the construction 
or repair of a few bomb shelters, most of these in the capitol itself. Black-out 
paper alec has been distributed for use in industry. 

fcarly warning radar coverage in the gap between Germany and Austria is 
currently provided by the Czechs, utilizing old German equipment. -Although this 
equipment is obsolescent, it is capable of providing relatively complete coverage. 
There has been no indie tion that the Soviets have made any effort to improve the 
situation with more modern equipment,, 

le Changes since January 

The current status of the Civilian Defense does not represent a change 
since January 1950. 

2. Changes likely to occur through 1952 . 

There is no indication of any changes to take place in the present 
civilian defense system ir. Czechoslovakia. 

E„ Current status of training and p olitical reliabilit y. 

(see par A2) 

Since taking over the Czechoslovakian government, the Moscow controlled 
communists have successfully purged the CAF of approximately 95 percent of its 
pro-western elements. In spite of this purge, never-ceasing political indoctrination 
and personnel policies designed to produce politically stable officers, strong 

eeateil has been markedly slow in developing. 
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Concomitant with communist inability to develop strong control, the 
CAP deteriorated to a point where its combat effectiveness a l l but disappeared. 
Recent evento have indicated however, that control measures are beginning to 


produce the desired result— at least to a degree. In April 1951, thirtyfive CAP 
pilots \.ere reported to have completed jet transition training in the USSR. These 
are positive indications that some progress has been made in political indoctrination. 
This may be the reason for the introduction of Soviet jets in the CAP. The Soviets 
are expected to place more reliability on the Czech Air Force. 

F. Statue of Soviet Control and Direction . 

There is no known Soviet officers Integrated into the Czech Air Force, 
however, roving advisor teams are attached to the Czech Air Force. The function of 
the advisor is to check on the progress of Soviet indoctrination in training and 
political reliability of officer personnel. 

G. present and F uture Portree of Efficiency. Dependability and Capabilities 
of the Czech Air Force . 

The present degree of efficiency and dependability of tho Czech Air Force 
limits its capabilities for Internal Security, Defensive and Offensive action. How- 
ever, with the increases degree of poll leal reliability and the consequent intro- 
duction of Soviet fighter aircraft, training activities have increased. Due to 
these changes the capability for internal security and defensive action will prob- 
ably increase, offensive action capability will depend entirely on the amount of 
support given by the bs.il. 

H. Military Program fo r War Rea diness. 

There is no indie tion that Czechoslovakia's military air program intends 
to achieve war readiness by an early date. The jet aircraft training now being 
conducted may lead to the forma ion of an air defense unit. 
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Th© Soviet Zone of Germany has no air fore® similar to the air forces 
which exist in other satellite countries t however , reports received during 
the past year Indicate that cadres of politically reliable East German youths 
nere being organized and trained to fora an Mr Police in the Soviet Zone eff 
Germany o Early in 1950 all ?dkspolizei schools and Alert Police units were 
ordered to . co spile lists of all former German Air Force personnel. In aid* 
1950 the East German Administration for Labor ordered its regional officers 
to register all forraer Luftwaffe personnel* It appears that a headquarters 
element of the Luftpoliaie (the air arm of the Volkpolisie) was established 
early in 1951. Firm evidence , however, is not available cm the extent of 
the formation of an Mr Police organization* In any event, it appears that 
such organization is in an embryonic stage* A cadre of politically reliable 
former Luftwaffe officers have been assigned to it. The number of aircraft 
sod airfields assigned to the organisation is not known* Training is be* 
lieved to bo In the early stages of implementation* Reports indicate the 
Air Police may be using Soviet and former German World War II aircraft 
types for training purposes* The possibility that pilots for the Air 
Police may be in training either in Poland or the Soviet Union should also 
be considered* A training course for glider instructors under sponsorship 
of the Free German Youth (FDJ) p the official East German youth organisation, 
has been reported with attendance almost exclusively from the Yolkspollsal* 
The FDJ , through its glider training schools, undoubtedly could be able to 
furnish an organized, partly trained, politically reliable manpower for an 
Air Police nr a similar organisation* An Air Police in time probably could 
be rapidly expanded into a formal Air Force since it has or will have 
access to a considerable number of partly or wholly trained personnel from 
the FDJ, the Ve&kspolizei, and former Luftwaffe pilots and ground crows* 

An Air Folic® would serve as the air supplement to the existing Alert Police 
ground and Maritime Police units, thereby providing the final necessary com* 
ponent for a future formal armed force in East Germany* 

The m ©si extensive airfield construction of any of the Satellite ooun~ 
tries is in progress in this sons* In addition to extension of existing 
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runways and building new long runways, a widespread program of rehabilitation 
and construction of hangars, personnel accomodations, and fuel tank installs® 
tions is being pursued 0 The Soviet Zone of Germany, has at present seven 
airfields capable of supporting sustained heavy bomber/medium bomber opera® 
tions with permanent runways in excess of 7,000 feet j thirteen airfields are 
suitable for limited heavy bomber/medium bomber operations © Another fourteen 
fields have runways of 6,000 feet or more* The runways of seven other fields 
are being lengthened to 6,000 feet and possibly 8*200 feet* The Soviets have 
a total of fifty two airfields in this sone* The airfield improvement pro® 
gram surpasses the requirements of aircraft types currently based in the 
Soviet Zone of Germany, and can be expected to continue at the same pace 
through 1952* 
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The Hungarian Air Force , reactivated in April 1948s, is an autonomous 
service on the same level as the Army-, Its mission is to provide tactical 
air support for the Hungarian ground forces and to defend the country against 
aerial attack,. The Air Force ie believed to have about 340 aircraft, an 
increase of 180 over January 1950 0 The number of taetieal aircraft avails 
able to the H o A o Fo 0 a mission has increased einee January 1950 from 86 to 
235 P while the number of taotisal unite has approximately doubled and no* 
consist of too fighter regiments , two attack regiments, and a reconnaissance 
squadron. The B.A.F<> has no bomber unite.. The UoSoSofU has recently supplied 
Hungary with approximately 100 lA£“9 9 s and 100 IL=-3 j0 j Bo It ie not believed 
that the acquisition of these airereft has yet produced a significant change 
in the low combat capability of the Hungarian Air Fores. The present combat 
value of the H.A.F. is considered to be lorn in relation to the air forces 
of neighboring states and as e contributing satellite of the 0.SoS.H. The 
lew level of training and frequent purges of qualified personnel have re-* 
dueed the efficiency of the organisation. Personnel strength has increased 
to about 5700 officers and enlisted from the estimated 2500 officers and 
enlisted personnel in January 1950. 

The Hungarian Air Fores, which hitherto has received relatively little 
Soviet attention now appears to be undergoing rapid build-up. With continued 
logistical support by tha Soviets the combat effectiveness of the H.AoFo can 
be expected to improve through 1952. 


Equipment 

Current H.A.F. equipment oonsiets primarily of Soviet World War 11 type 
aircraft. The 100 TAK°9 °b recently resolved are believed to be aircraft re- 1 
conditioned subsequent to being replaced with jet aircraft in the Soviet 
24th Tactical Air Army in Germany. Since January 1950 the H.AoFo 9 8 Ik-2 
attack aircraft have been replaced by the higher performance Ii/=10 , a o The 
Hungarian budgetary appropriations for the purchase of airoraft and the 
maintenance of airfields have been increased from 8110,000 in 1950 to 
14,000,000 in 1951. Tbe airereft strength haw been more than doubled since 
January 1950. The serviceability of airoraft is believed to be fair with 
continued improvement expected through 1952 as additional qualified personnel 
ere trained. 
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Airfield construction since 1949 has greatly increased Hungary® s air- 

/ 

field potential , and the planned building program is believed to be nearing 
completion o Of the 27 air facilities in Hungary, five have permanent run- 
ways of more than 8,000 feet, one has a natural surfaced runway of more than 

7.000 feet, and still another has a natural surfaced runway of more than 

6.000 feet* Construction in progress will provide an additional field with 

a permanent runway of 8,000 feet* The airfield improvement program surpasses 
the requirements of aircraft types currently based in Hungary* It is ex- 
pected that future efforts will be devoted to making field installations 
and improving airfield facilities* 

Air Defense 

There are Indications of a planned program of air defense in Hungary* 

This has taken on the appearance of a slow but steady effort and is believed 
to be in the early stage of development* Little is known of the air warning 
system* However, s network of spotters is believed to exist on the Austrian 
and Yugoslav frontiers 0 Plan is being implemented to ring the Budapest 
area with AA installations, searchlights, and radar* American World War II 
early warning and ground control intercept radars were recently observed 
on an airfield used as a Hungarian Air Force training base* Any improvement 
of the Hungarian air defense capability will depend upon the degree of 
assistance received from the UoSoS«R» 

Training and Polici es! Reliability 

Extensive training is being conducted for pilots and a parallel course 
of instruction is teeing given enlisted personnel* A substantial number of 
HoAoFc pilots have received jet aircraft transitional training in the $J*SoSoRo 
The current level of proficiency however is considered low because the pilots 
have had limited experience in tactical aircraft* Operational units are 
not fully qualified o The H*AoF* was seen operating with ground forces for 
the first time in the autumn of 1950 o The political reliability of the 
HoAoFo is believed to be relatively high as a result of frequent purges and 
continuing political indoctrination* Emphasis on political indoctrination 
and improvement of combat efficiency is expected to continue through 1952* 
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Hungary 


Filter 

Jet 

Conventional 
Attaok 
light Bomber 
Medium B caber 


Xak-9 

IL=10 


Transport 

Reccnaelaaanos 


Trainers 


IU-18 

CH7 

Xak~9 

Yak-11 

IL-1D 

ZLXH 


Miscellaneous 3 i«ro°45 

12 AradO‘96 

3 Kenya 

32 0T°2 

L Bucher 

TOTAL 343 

* 130 of these delivered in early 1951 o Assignment unreported c 
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SUMMARI AND DISPOSITION OF TACTICAL UNITS AND MISSION AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED 




Pilots 

0f£i<892 

260 

Sollstad 

400 

TOTAL 

660 

Other 


240 

240 

Other 

. 446 

4391 

J&W 

TOTAL 

706. 

5031 

5737 
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FOhiXMlJ 

1 o Military Strengths and Weaknesses 

A 0 Current Strength of the Air Force n 

Poland has the most effective air force of the European Satellites 
countries*, The aircraft are better maintained and the Polish Air force re- 
ceives relatively better logistic support from the USSH than do the other 
Western Satellites^ The Air Force® and independent force on the same organi- 
sational level as the Army and Navy 0 has approximately 520 aircraft compared 
to aboUv 440 in January 1950 o The current total personnel strength is approxi- 
mately 9 0 500 c a slight increase over the January 1960 figure® including Soviet 
personnel who are serving as members of the P o A o ? 0 The present strength is 
considered to be its current maximum mobilisation potentials The reserve 
system® which appears to be presently in the planning stage® consists of 
numerous air force sponsored paramilitary organisations and the "company” 
schools for reserve officers 0 trainingo 

The combat vaU^s of the P & A 0 F 0 would be good in the role of home 
defensoc The acquisition of 40 Jet fighters fro® ths USSfi in the spring of 

1951 and the activation of a new air defense fighter unit has undoubtedly 
increased this capability 0 

Poland also has a small Naval Air Arm® organised Into one naval air 
regiment directly subordinate to the Chief of the Polish Navy® It has about 
50 aircraft and 1200 personnel® an increase over the approximately 300 personnel 
and a dossn aircraft in January 1950$ 

Improvement of combat efficiency and political indoctrination of personnel 
in both the Air Force and the Naval Air Arm are expected to be emphasised through 

1952 in conjunction with continued Soviet logistical supports 
B 0 Surre&t Status , of Equipment s 

The P 0 Ao7o is believed to have received 36 Type 16 Jet fighters and 
four Type 26 (two-place Jet transitional t miners} from the Soviet s D Other 
PoA 0 F 0 fighter units are equipped with Yafc=9P aircraft® a type which became 
operational in tfee Soviet Air Fore® in 1946 c The majority of the light bombeie 



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A000900050004-2 



I 


Approved For Release^^^^p CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A000900050004-2 

©to Pe»2° s %fhich were operational in 1942 although the ? 0 iX is fcsl laved 
to k&v© sis OT-2°s 0 a modern Soviet medium bosafc©r 0 The Po&oFc 0 ® XL-2 
attack aircraft^ operational is 1941 9 are fcsiag replaced with Il5«10 3 ® 0 
operational in 1944 0 

Equipment of the H&vM AiJP* Ara includes OT-2°9 e IL->10°s and Y&fc^pOflo 


POLISH A|E FOgei 


summary of axec rato btbemtr 


HtMBKK 


TYPE AIRO R ATO 


kkfMMmdm, 


TOTAL 


POLISH HAFAL ME ARM 


Typ©~l$ 


OonventloBftl 


T&k~9P 


Attack 


XL-1Q 
XL— 2 


C=4f 

LE-2 

XL-12 


P©=*2 

TO-X66 

Siefcel 


Type=26 (two place 

Pols 

UT~2 


Si ©tel 
TO-16© 


CoawmtioBal 


Yak-9 


ZLoID 

XL=2 


TOTAL 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : p 




0101 2A000900050004-2 


* * Approved For^Release20§l!ilSl5 llA-RDP79R0^012A000900050004-2 

lo Shaag<» elaea 1 J«auanr 1950. 

The assignment of jet fighters e IL-10 attack aircraft and TU-2 

bombers to the P 0 A 0 ? 0 has taken place since 1 January 1950 o 


It is probable that the Sot! eta will continue this re-equipment 
program through 1952 Q The fact that the Polish Air Porce is receiving some 
of the better performing aircraft is an indication of the importance of 
Poland in Soviet Planning*, 




The airfield development program which the Soviet e have teen conducting 
throughout the Satellites since the end of World War IZ has brought two formerly 
unimportant Polish airfields 0 Stolp/fieit* and Praust 0 into prominence© These 
air facilities are or will b© e capable of supporting sustained Jet-lnteroeptor 
operations© They are also potential heavy and medium bomber airfields 0 Warsaw/ 
Bomerovoo with a runway more than 8 e 000 feet long has teen comoleted© Poland 
now has a total of 88 air facilities* but only seven have runways 6 0 000 feet 
or longer Six seaplane stations are not active although an occasional aircraft 
Is seen at one© It is probable that air facility improvement work will be 
vigorous in Poland through 1952© 


Mr defense in Poland is a joint responsibility of the Polish Air Pores 
and the new Polish air defense organisation* 0oP o L o0 which was authorised In 
February 1950 0 The Q©P©Ii© has demonstrated marked similarity to the P o V o 0 o 
system of the USSR 0 Although there is no information available concerning 
coordination between 0©P©1© and P o Vo0o 0 the presence of Soviet military 
personnel In 0 o P©L o command and staff positions indicates that it will be 
dose© Heretofore* the Polish forces have played practically no part in 
the air defense of Poland* primarily because of equipment and limitations© 
Activation of new anti-aircraft artillery units* believed supplied and 
trained by Headquarters* Artillery* Polish Army* have teen reported* Anti-- 
aircraft artillery equipment includes th© Soviet 3? mm 0 76 0 2 ma 0 and 86 mm 
gums* Pir®~ control equipment* including radar e has teen observe d* 
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There is bo known Poliak Warning or intercept Spates la operatlon 0 
With the exception of a few radar units apparently used by the Polish Air 
Tore® for training purposes, all radar in Poland Is under the direct control 
of Soviet unltso Any warning system, visual or electronic, is operation in 
Poland la probably tied in with existing telecommunications systems and would 
be controlled by the Soviet s, She north and east approaches to Poland are 
covered by Soviet radar warning systems in Germany and on the Baltic Coast. 

She assignment of jet fighters and modern ground equipment to Pel and 
along with other measures indicates that the Soviets are taking forceful, steps 
to build up the Polish air defense capabilities. This program is expected to 
be maintained through 1952. 



She Polish Air Force is apparently considered politically reliable 
by the Soviets following frequent purges to remove personnel considered 
unreliable. Soviet personnel have been integrated into the P.A.T. which 
assists In its close supervision and absolute control by the Busslans. Air 
training Is completely dominated by the Soviets. The proficiency of Polish 
airmen exceeds that of the other European Satellites but below that of the 
Soviets. Training production is believed adeouate for present requirements 
and is capable of considerable expansion. Propaganda occupies a large 
portion of the training agenda as political indoctrination continues to be 
emphasised. It appears that the Soviets are making a decided effort to 
boost Polish moral® and gain valuable allies by stimulating trust and 
respect for the Soviet Air Toro®, increasing training, and assigning 
responsible tasks to the Poll oh Air Toroe 0 



The Polish Air Force is under the absolute domination and control 
of the Soviet So Compared to other European Satellite air forces, it has 
an abnormally high percentage of Soviet Air Force personael serving in lte 
ranks. The integration of Sovi et officers extends from the Commander. Polish 
Air Force, all the way down to the squadron commanders and pilots. A large 
peroeatag® of the enlisted men are also former Soviet airmen. The commander 
of the Polish Air Force is directly respohsible to the Marshal of Poland. Komitanty 
K. Sokoasovski 6 a will~knovn Soviet officer. Integration of Soviet personnel 
into the Air Force will be continued through 1952 to the extent the Soviet 
considers neoeesary to retain control and domination. 
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G. PRZ 3ECT AND FUTURE DSCR - Or j.F ICIEpNCY. DEPENDABILITY AND CAPABILITIES 

OF THE POLISH AIR FORCE . 

The Polish air force is the most effective of the European Satellite Air 
Forces. The P.A.F. receives relatively better logistic support from the USSR 
than do the other Western Satellites. Any estimate of the capabilities of the 
Polish Air Fores mast take into consideration the factor of U.S.S.R. assistance. 

Its capability in the future will depend in large measure on the degree of support 
supplied by the Soviets. The present combat value of the Polish Air Force would 
be relatively good in the role of home defense. The acquisition of 40 Jet fighters 
in the spring of 1951 and the activation of a new air defense organization has 
increased this capability. Offensively, the P.A.F. would be fairly eff^^f 
against such a minor power as Yugoslavia but would be completely outelaesed by 
Sweden. The Soviets would probably hesitate to use the Poles in an agressive role 
because of the political reliability question* It is more likely that the trend 
is toward creating in the Polish Air Force a valuable adjunct for the air defense 
of the USSR and the Baltic areas under its control. 

H. MILITARY PROGRAM FOR WAR READINESS . 

While efforts are being made to increase the combat efficiency of the 
Poltah Air Force, there are no indications of any intention to achieve war 
readiness by an early date. If such intentions do exist, the emphasis appears on 
a defensive rather than an offensive role for the Polish Air Force. 
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RUMANIA 


I. MILITARY STRfchGTHS A.,D : . AAKt.L^^.o . 

A. Currant Strength of the Air Fence . 

'SWA-'-v Vc.li.0 c* tl;Ci Aiv Fence j.y in comparison to 

neighboring countries and its contribution as an ally of the U.S.S.R. would be 
negligible. Its strength consists of approximately 330 World War II type air- 
craft and 12,000 officers and men. The aircraft and personnel strength has 
not changed significantly since January 1950. The air force, however, has been 
in the process of reorganization under Soviet direction since that tine. This 
has included the auoptiot. of Soviet tactijal organization, training procedures 
and combat procedures. It may !be expected that tho revitalization program will 
continue during 1952 and that higher performance aircraft will b© furnished by 
the Soviets as soon as they consider it expedient to do so. 

fl. Current and Future Status of Equipment . 

Although aircraft equipment is predominantly of Soviet design, it also 
consists of German and Rumanian types. Fighter aircraft in Operational units, 
for example, are believed to consist of 40 i^E=109G c s (German), 32 Iak-9 9 s (Soviet) 
and 25 IAR—S0 (Rumanian) . Other aircraft In the force have a similar perfo rman ce 
level. Maintenance and serviceability are low due to continual purges of personnel 
and the failure. of the Soviets to provide adequate logistic support. The situation 
surrounding e-puipment has hot changed significantly since 1950. In view of the 
assistance the Soviets are beginning to give other Western Satellites, however, 
it may be that they will initiate some build-up of the Rumanian force by the end 
of 1952. 

Ain FACliaTILS ; 

Rumania has 52 airfields and seaplane stations but only one of them has per- 
manent runv.ays 6,000 feet long or longer. Lack of hard-surfaced runways and 
taxivays limits their potential for ycai-arcund operation. 

An extensive runway construction program has been initiated since 1950, how- 
ever and this airfield development program Is .likely to be continued through 1952. 
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AIR DKfl&SE ; 

At present, Rumania is without an affective air defense system, and the 
situation has not changed a great deal since January 1950. Reliance upon visual 
and sonic methods of early warning continues. ' Antiaircraft artillery has been 
undergoing expansion for some time, hpiveyer, in the Rumanian army. In the part 
nine months, gun defenses have been established in the Ploesti and Bucharest areas 
and increased air raid precautions* such as the building of shelters and the 
organisation of civil defense* have been taken* Any significant improvement in 

the Rumanian air defense capability through v/ill depend upon the assistance 
supplied by the Soviets * During World War II, the Germans established extensive 
radar defense networks in Rumania, primarily for the protection of the Ploesti 
s>32 fields# Many of the operative and maintenance personnel were R umania n# With 
the end of the war, howeY^*, the equipment fell into disuse. 

TKAILIkg A JU POLITICAL RELIABILITY z 

Training v/ithi^i the Rumanian Air Force is believed to be increasing in tempo. 

recently 18 officer.; of this force were reported to have begun training by the 

Soviets in jet aircr-iffc. The tactical organization, train; ng procatyres and 

eomb 't doctrines in the R. A. F. follow those of the U# S. S. R. Like other 
dk * • . 

Satellites, purges since florid War II of capable officers and men considered up— 

reliable have reduced the efficiency of the K. A. F. The degree of the political 

reliability of the K« A. F. is not Imown but the stepped up training suggest that 

it is considered improved by the Soviets. Emphasis on training and political 

inaoctrination probably can be expected through 1952. 

SOVIET Gui.TROi. Ai.D DIIUXTIU. : 

Soviet Air Force personnel are on duty with the Rumanian Air Force throughout 
the various sections of the high command and probably with the training establish- 
ments and tactical units down to Division level. Soviet personnel function as 
advisers to the R. A. F. seetion heads and comjjanderp and undoubtedly have a great 
deal of authority. The situation surrounding Soviet control and direction has 
changed little since January 1950 and the Soviets are expected to maintain their 
close supervision. . 
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G. FgEgENT AND FUTURE DEGREE OF EFFICIENCY. l)EPESDABILTTy AWn nftPtRTr.TTj^ 

OF THE ROMANIAN AIR FORCE . - ' 

Present confirmed information indicates the combat value of Rumanian Air 
Force is extremely limited. The Air Force was reliably reported to haye undergone 
a large-scale reorganization in January, 1951, involving the activation of many 
new units and the introduction of Soviet medium bombers and jet fighters. Beca use 
of many inconsistencies in the report and the absence of any confirming .evidence, 
this information is mentioned only as a possibility. The amount of Soviet support 
is the key tc the future capability of this Satellite Air Force. Present confirmed 
evidence indicates its capability has not changed significantly since 1950. The 
R.A.F.'e effectiveness appears negligible offensively and low defensively. 

H. MIL ITARY PROGKAM FOR WAR READINESS . ' \ 

The Rumanian military program does not indicate any intention to achieve 
war readiness by an early date. 


S 
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KUIIAftlAfti Alii FORCE 


TABLh I 

SPiA.ARY OF AlHGH,u.'T STRL..GTH 


RILE 

NUMBER 

TYK. AIRCRAFT 

Fighter 

Jet 

—T 


Conventional 

4 P 

ME-109G 


50 

Yak-9 

Attack 

30 

IL-2 


25 

IAR-SQ 


15 

IAR-81 

Light Bomber 

15 

P E-2 

Medium Bomber 

— 

__ 

Transport 

5 

JO-52 


5 

SM-79 


5 

C-60 

Reconnaissance 

30 

PC-2 


10 

PI«=156 


25 

IAR-39 

Trainers 

20 

Yak-11 


20 

PC-2 

Miscellaneous 

15 

kardi-305 


5 

F«*— 58 


3 

JU-88 


is 

Total 333 

21in 
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TABLE II 


St .....ARY ALL DlSPoSITlo*. 

vF TACTICAL U.MTL AfcD USSIU. 

AIKCR-ttT AS3IGUBD 

UAIT 

k ISfiilU. AIRCRAFT 

LLCA ill 

1st Air Division 


Bucharest 

1st Ftr it@gt 

13 iffl-109-G 

16 Yak-9 ' 

Bucharest/Pipeia 

2nd Ftr Regt 

13 US- 109- C 

16 Yak-9 

Craiova 

3rd Ftr Regt 

14 Ke-109-G 

Unknown (probably 
Yak-9 

Targsorul hou 

2nd Air Div 


Brasov 

4th G/A Regt 

25 IAR=S0 

7 PE-2 

Qalati 

5th Ren Regt 

30 PQ-2 

Turda U kaaiala 

6th Best ilegt 

30 Iif-2 

Brasov L Craiova 

7th Air Regt 


Galati 

3th Trans Regt 

5 JU-52 

5 SS&-79 

5 C-60 

9th Liaison Hegt 

10. FI-156 


Potential kiasion a/c 

IS Yak-9 



15 1AR-81 



8 PE-2 



Total 230 


TABLE III 

PKRSOl.LKL STR ENGTH 

Personnel all categories 12 5 040 ( Est ima ted) 
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PART lit T HE SATELLITE Ao A COLLECTIVE UNIT . 

I. HOW EFFECTIVE ARE THE SATELLITES AS A COLLECTIVE MILITARY INSTRUMENT? 

A. There is no evidence of any attempt by the USSR to organise and coordinate 
the Satellite Air Forces as a unit and no evidence of Joint maneuvers among the 
Satellites. However there ia a similarity in organization. Some satellite Air 
Forces are a component part of the army while others chare equal status. All 
are controlled by Soviet Air Korea advisers if not actually directly commanded by 
Soviet Air Force officers. Of interest is that all Satellite Air Forces are now 
using Soviet training manuals. 

The equipment in the Satellite Air Forces has not bean completely standardised 
up to now but the influx in the past nine months has shown a' tendency to stand- 
ardise the fighter regiments with Tak 9’s, the ground assault regiments with IL-lO’a 
and the light bomber regiments with Pe-2 and Tu-2's. By 1952 all Satellite Air 
Forces are expected to be standardized. 

Although the Satellite Air Forces have been politically conditioned it is * 
doubtful at the present time that they could operate as a unified force. Little 
information is available on the nature and estimated capability of the reported 
inter-satellite organized guerrilla force. Major problems that the* USSR would 
face in attempting to use Satellite Forces collectively are (1) Language difficulty. 
(2) Problem of cooperation due to nationalist feelings. (3) Standardisation of 
equipment has not improved enough as yet to solve the problems of serviceability. 
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